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- ABSTRACT

The experiment on the ripening percentage of
date cultivars in the field was ' conducting
during the year 1986-87. Polyethylene cover-
ing" + fruit, polyethylene covering -+  acety-
lene and polyethylene covering were employed.:
No significant  difference "in’ the ripening
percentage among different methods was noted:
However Polyethylene covering + fruit ' com-
paratively enhanced the ripening of @ fruit.
Physical characteristics of the ' fruits ' were
not signifcantly affected. ' '

INTRODUCTION

: Date Palm (Phoenix gggtxlligzg L) belongs to the faimly
palmaceae 1t 15 perhaps the oldest fruit plant ‘cultivated on this '
globe It is or1glnated 1n persian gulf i.e. in countries like
Iran. Iraq. Saud1 Arabla and North Aferlca But most of its devel- |

'opment take place 1n Iraq, whioh is a 1ead1ng date growing country;

rin the world.

Accordlng to agrlcultural statistics of Pakistan its total

..area 1n 1984 85 is 33 l thousand hectares thh the production of

§34 2 thousand tons It 15 chiefly grown in the districts of Mul-

Eﬁa; Huzafar Garh Bahawalpur. Dera Ghazi Khan,‘ Sukker, Mirpur

_wfja:; &akran, Kha}rpur and Dera Ismall Khan Date is “the chie¥
source of food to those living in desert and arid zones. It is the
:;?g“;odﬁbe of food for people where any thing else {s not = possi-
:téﬁﬁrow Besides, its pleasant taste and flavour. date fruit}

LS very nutritious and contains almost all important constituents
'fgpired by human body. It is well known for its dietic and thera-
ﬂ,;.alities. It can be used in a number of by-products such

jelly, vinegar, sogt drinks and confectionary.
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