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INTRODUCTION ;

Datura  stramonium 1.belongs to the family
solanaceae  (Stewart, 1972) and is a
pharmacopocial drug plant of British and
United  State  Pharmacopoeias  (Khan &
Hussain. 1960).

Deseription: It is an annual herb, 1.3 meters
or more high. Stem ereet. branched (Treases,
1975). Leaves with long petioles: lamina ovate,
about 10 - 20 c¢m long and 6 - 15 cm wide,
coarsely  dentaicly lobed, nearly glabrous
(Wallis, 1960). Flowers pedicillate, solitary,
terminal, white in color: calyx: sepals 5,
gamosepalous, persistent forming a cup s :
structure at the base of mature
petals 5. gamopetalous,
twisted  tips  of the
androccium:  stamens
gynoccium  bicarpellary, s
superior,  obliquely
contains numerous o
capitate (Khan & Huss

hyoscyamine, atropine, apoatropine,
belladonine, scapolamine, resin etc. Daturine is
a mixture of hyoscyamine and atropine
(Youngken. 1950). Pater (1952) found in the
leaves of Datura stramonium 1.. 025 - 0.342
% and in the roots 0.120 % of the total
alkaloids. (Wallis, 1960). According 1o the
biennial report 1959 - 60 of P.C.S.R.
Karachi, the %age of alkaloids in different
parts of Datura  stramonium L. in East
Pakistan (Bangladesh) was found to be - seeds
0.4%. leaves 0.3% and roots 0.2%.
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