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ABSTRACT
most anci i e -
One of the t ancient rituals, found worldwide in almost all religions, is the concept of saciifice, THETAEES

from rehgpn t.o rel:glion. place to place, and also sometime tribe to tribe. The obj f ifice is
variation i.e. bird sacrifice, food and animal i - e object 1 SRiOet N
. lace. i S Od nimal sacrifice, self and human sacrifice. The animal sacrifice also varies
m p place and g to god. If one god needs a goat, the other may need th ifice of
ox. However, animal sacrifice is the most common and universal type of 3vo shi eﬂ“sau;il 0% S*_leep i
e ¢ 5 ;  anc rship offered since ancient times.
Then:fare d}:fferen?;s. howev'er. in its fgnctlon, motivation and its effects on society. In this paper I will restrict
mysthO ;( eRsacrl ice o_f animals. | will show the different natures of this practice. I will consider examples
meI: bree. h -oman, _Afrlcan Ctll.lture_, as well as examples from Arabs before Islam, Bengal, Judaism and Islam.
Int e eginning | will de:ﬁne. sacr!ﬁce . Afterward, 1 will examine several cultures and religions where it is
practiced. And finally 1 will discuss its effects on the society.

DEFINITION
Mircea Eliade, while defining the Latin word

for sacrifice, writes that "the term sacrifice,
from the Latin sacrificium (sacer, "holy";
facer, "to make"), carries the connotation of
the religious act in the highest, or fullest
sense; it can also be understood as the act of
sanctifying or consecrating an object"
(Mircea, 1963).

In the Bible various verbs are used to
designate the act of sacrifice. Two of the
terms are used for the slaughter of animals
for both secular and sacred purposes. The
word for sacrifice in Hebrew is zebah which
means "to kill". This is the term for a
particular sacrifice to be distinguished from
the 'Olah or holocaust (Sykes, 1991).

“from the same radicals and means "he came
closer". Qurban as the infinitive means
"offering” or "oblation" which brings a
person closer to Allah (God) (Lane, 1984). In
the Quranic term gqurban was an act of
offering to God by early nations. If it was
acceptable to God, a divine fire would come
and burn it. In other words, its burning with
the divine fire was a sign of its acceptance. If
it was not burnt then that meant its rejection.
However, sacrifice is commonly referred to a
system of worship that has its most
charismatic and effective action in the

slaughter of a victim.

CONCEPT
The concept of a higher and supernatural

According to the
Talmudic name Zevahim
slaughter of animals for sac
Korban express the idea

(Encyclopaedia J udaica).
In Arabic there are a
used for animal sacrific
dhibh and the other Qurban.
cutting the throat of
goat, an OX Or
(Ibn Manzoor,
camels the word al-Nahr is used).

Encyciogaedia Judaica, the

refers to the
rifice. The word
"o bring near”

Iso two different words
e. One word Is al-
Al-dhibh means
an animal ie. sheep

for food or sacrifice
aughtering

As for the
bd' is derived

a cow,
1966). (For sl

the verb 'gar

power is found almost in every nation and
religion. In case of its wrath and anger, it can
harm human beings. The best way to make
good relations with the supernatural power
and to get its favors and protect themselves
from its anger is to offer sacrifice. In the
words of Heusch (1985), one common factor
of sacrificial rites is to restore the normal
physical connection of man - his hez_alth, or
his status _which has been compromised by
some "offence”. Wilhelm Schmidt thinks that
the basic reason of sacrifice was homage and
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