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ABSTRACT

Studies revealed 0.26 - 6.99 per cent
gram pod damage and 0.09 -. 3.79 per cent loss
in gram weight due to Heliothis armigera
(Hb.) and Autographs migrisigna (Wlk.). Gram
pod damage was found to be directly corre-
lated with the temperature.

INTRODUCTION

The low yield of gram crop is attributed to many factors.
Among them, +the higher incidence of lepidopterous pests particu-
larly noctuid pod borers, wvi=z. Heliothis armigera (Hb.) ~and
" Autograrha nigrisigna (Wlk.), from early to late pod formation is
of considerable importance. The loss in India in gram yield due
to H. armigers alone fluctuated between 40 - 50 per cent im
Madhya Pradesh 5 as against 6.6 - 10.7 per cent pod damage in the
Punjab 2. The pod damage of 4.6 -15.1 per cent on this account
was observed in Kanpur district of Uttar Pradesh 1. In Hissar
(India A. nigrisigna has been recorded as a serious pest of gram
at maturity 3 , 7. :
. .  Considering the importance of gram crop in the country,
studies on +the assessment of quantitative losses cuased by the
noctuid pod borers were carried out during 1983 and 1984.

- MATERIALS AND METHODS

: The present studies were carried out on the gram crop
Var.AUG 1406) grown in the experimental area of the Department
of Plant Breeding and Genetics, University of Agriculture, Fais-
:baq. - The quantum of gram pods damaged and loas in the ?eéght
- Bram grains on account of noctuid pod borers, A. nigrisigna
L H. armigera during March - April, 1983 and 1984 was recorded
'xamining gram pods at weekly intervals from early infestation
maturity of the erop. All the damaged and healthy pods on
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